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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS EVALUATION REPORT 
REF: (A) STATE 23816; (B) STATE 24459 

1 . ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL AMERICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU, YOO CHONG- 
HA, CALLED POLCOUNS AFTERNOON JAN 31 TO PRESENT ROK REACTION 
TO HUMAN RIGHTS EVALUATION REPORT. HE WAS APPRECIATIVE OF DEPART- 
MENT AGREEMENT TO INSERT TITLE "PRESIDENT" BEFORE THE NAME OF 
PARK CHUNG-HEE IN SECOND PARAGRAPH OF REPORT AS REPORTED 
REFTEL B. HE ALSO SAID THAT ROKG FOUND THE REPORT CONTAINED 
MANY POSITIVE DESCRIPTIONS FOR WHICH IT WAS VERY APPRECIATIVE. 
HOWEVER, IN THE FIRST SECTION OF THE REPORT, MOFA, IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH MOJ, WISHED TO NOTE FOLLOWING "FACTUAL" 

ERRORS. HE SAID THAT WHILE THEY WERE UNHAPPY WITH OTHER 
OBSERVATIONS, COMMENTS AT THIS TIME WERE BEING LIMITED 
TO FACTUAL INACCURACIES. 

LA. TORTURE. YOO STATED THAT TORTURE WAS PROHIBITED 
BY BOTH LAW AND POLICY. IT HAD ALWAYS BEEN PROHIBTED 
BY LAW AND THIS WAS NOW BACKED BY POLICY DECISION. 

PERSONS GUILTY OF INFLICTING TORTURE WERE SUBJECT TO 
CRIMINAL PENALTIES. THUS, TORTURE IS NOW ABSOLUTELY 
NOT USED IN KOREA IN ANY CASE AND THE FINAL SENTENCE 
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OF THIS PARAGRAPH IN THE REPORT IS INCORRECT AND MIS- 
LEADING. 

l.D. DENIAL OF FAIR PUBLIC TRIAL. YOO STATED 
THAT PRESSURE IS NOT APPLIED TO JUDGES SINCE THE LAWS 
OF THE REPUBLIC ARE SUFFICIENT. THEREFORE, REFERENCE 
TO SUCH PRESSURE IN THIS SECTION IS FACTUALLY INCORRECT. 
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WITH RESPECT TO THE TRIALS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
"PEOPLES REVOLUTIONARY PARTY", THE STATEMENT THAT 
THESE WERE "NOT PUBLIC” IS INCORRECT. FAMILY MEMBERS, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL, JOURNALISTS AND SOME MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
WERE ADMITTED. SPACE LIMITATIONS IN THE COURTROOM PRO- 
HIBITED INCLUDING ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO WISHED 
TO ATTEND. 

YOO REQUESTED THAT THESE FACTURAL ERRORS BE BROUGHT TO 
THE ATTENTION OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

2. POLCOUNS INFORMED YOO THAT HE WOULD, OF COURSE, 

REPORT ROK COMMENTS TO WASHINGTON FOR USE IN FURTHER 
EVALUATON OF THESE ISSUES, BUT NOTED THAT THE REPORT 
ITSELF IS NOW FINAL. (COMMENT: INITIAL ROK REACTION 
APPEARS QUITE MILD FROM OUR VANTAGE POINT.) 

STERN 
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